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TERRY HAMILTON NAMED UM 
WOMEN'S GYMNASTICS COACH
MISSOULA—
Terry Hamilton, an assistant women's gymnastics coach at the University of 
Montana for the past three seasons, has been named head coach of the women's 
gymnastics team, announced Grizzly Athletic Director Harley Lewis.
Hamilton replaces Sharon Dinkel, who has taken a year's leave of absence 
from UM to earn her doctoral degree at the University of Utah. She also serves 
as UM's associate athletic director. Dinkel plans to return to UM in 1980.
Hamilton, 30, has several years of coaching experience. The native of 
Kalispell most recently coached the Bitterroot Gymnastics Club. His 1979 teams 
there won the 11-and-under U.S.C.F. Class II state title, as well as the AAU 
12-14 age group state title in Class I.
He has also coached his wife, Marsha, a former All-American at UM and 
Grizzly Cup winner; Jeanine Creek, 1979 Pan American Gold Medalist,and Ki1 a 
Opsahl , 1979 AAU Nationals participant.
He taught school at Whitefish for three years and taught in the Kalispell 
area for two. From 1974 to 1976 he coached a gymnastics team in Great Falls, 
and also coached the boy's gymnastics team at CM Russell High School there 
in 1976.
A 1966 graduate of Flathead High, he was a four-year letterman in wrestling.
He also earned two letters in wrestling at UM, and served as an assistant wrestling 
coach in 1977 at UM.
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"I expect the team to have good depth, so I expect the team to do well in 
regional competition," Hamilton said. "Hopefully, we'll qualify a few girls for 
the nationals."
"Terry Hamilton has been assistant women's gymnastics coach for several 
years," said Lewis, "and is recognized as one of the more capable club coaches 
in the West. We arepleasedwe are able to have him as a coach during Sharon's 
absence."
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